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Texas emits more mercury in the air than any other state in the union. The bulk of the emissions comes from power plants in Titus, Harrison, Limestone, Rusk and Fort Bend counties- some of which burn a soft, brown coal called lignite.  Currently there are no regulations on mercury emitted by power plants.  The EPA is now planning to regulate these power plant emissions output in response to the dangers to the environment posed by mercury exposure.

Once these plant emissions have been released into the air mercury enters the environment from rain, snow or dust particles. It becomes methyl mercury- a substance more readily absorbed by wildlife. This then affects the food chain starting with plants. It then becomes more concentrated as it moves up into fish and wildlife and ultimately humans where it can affect the immune and nervous systems and damage developing embryos. Caddo Lake, Toledo Bend Reservoir and all of the Gulf Coast have warnings against eating certain fish.

The EPA had been seriously entertaining a plan that would require all coal fired power plants to meet a set emissions rate, reducing mercury 90% from 1999 levels, by 2008.  The environmental agency has now added a new proposal - a credit-trading system which will allow market forces to determine which plants actually cut pollution to meet a set emission reduction by 2018, a decade later than the first plan. The EPA will make a strategy determination after hearing public comment. 

If you would like to comment on this issue, you will find helpful contact information on riververoaksgardenclub.org website in the Conservation-Legislation area.

