How Can You Conserve Water and Cut Your Water Bill?

By Gail Payne and Ruth Flournoy

· Design landscapes so that plants are grouped according to water needs and   irrigation zones can be delineated easily. 

· Add organic matter to your soil. When soil contains 4-5% organic matter, it holds more than 4 x the amount of water than soil with only 1 ½ - 2% organic matter, conserving water, thereby reducing erosion and runoff.

· Keep at least 2” of mulch on your plants to reduce evaporation, protect the soil from extreme temperature levels, and to suppress weeds, which rob the soil of moisture and nutrients.

· Use plants that are native or appropriate for our climate and soil types. Most native plants require much less water than non-natives.

· Choose computerized irrigation systems that include rain sensors and customized zone programs, allowing water micro management. 

· Water between 4 a.m. and 6 a.m. to take advantage of more water pressure and less evaporation.

· Depending on the soil’s water holding capacity, water slowly, deeply, but less often.  An even more effective method is to water at 10-minute intervals with time in between, allowing the water to soak in. This is more effective than a 30 minute watering which creates runoff.

· Use soil moist polymers when planting in extremely dry areas or even in pots to reduce water usage. Expanded shale is also an option but less environmentally friendly because it requires mining.

· Use organic fertilizers and organic disease and pest controls. Gardeners who use synthetic chemical fertilizers, fungicides and pesticides must use huge quantities of water to avoid burning their plants, wasting water and creating polluted runoff. 

· Design drainage systems to keep excess water on your property, rather than moving it to the street and storm sewers.

· Use roof catchment systems to capture water to use for irrigation

