ROGC NEWSLETTER         “ CONSERVATION  “    by Ruth Flournoy & Gail Payne

Currently in Massachusetts there is a law restricting pesticide use on all school  properties.   Children because of their size and behavior are particularly vulnerable to the toxic effects of pesticides. A recent study of preschoolers showed that 99 percent had one or more pesticides in their bodies. Lawn pesticides get carried indoors by shoes, paws and air currents.  Once indoors they lodge inside carpets,dust,toys and air.  Away from sunlight and water they can last for months in your home.

Pesticides are not necessary for a beautiful lawn.  In fact, they can do more harm to the lawn than good.  They kill the microbial life necessary for healthy soil and kill the pest’s natural enemies.  This invites disease and insect infestation, which leads to more pesticide use and traps you in a costly chemical cycle. And constant watering encourages fungus growth.

Basic healthy lawn care:

· Mow high ( 2 inches or more ) with sharp blades.

· Water only when the soil is dry 6 inches down.  At least one inch water saturation per watering. This encourages deep roots which need less water, less fertilizer and save you money.

· Request corn gluten and organic fertilizer instead of “ weed and feed “ products.

· Never allow unidentified products to be used on your lawn.  Request safety information.  Look up toxicity at www.pesticide.org.

· Be aware that chemicals listed as inert ingredients can also be highly toxic.

· Many pesticides persist in lawns and soil long after the specified 24-72 hours.

· Ask for an organic program.  It may take up to 3 years to fully establish but it is worth it! You may see immediate improvements.

