Rooting Solution, Easy Fertilization, Treating for Diseases and Pests, Tree Planting and Other Ideas

Before planting your plants in pots or in the soil, soak them in water mixed with Ocean Harvest and Liquid Molasses. Use about 1 oz of each in 2-3 gal of water. This will give them a good start. Just drench the soil with the leftover water solution.

If you do nothing else, fertilize whole yard, plants, turf, etc. 4 x year with Microlife and spray your flowers and bushes every month or at least once every other month with molasses and Ocean Harvest. Ask for Agricultural molasses, but San Jacinto’s is OK if they don’t have the agricultural variety. Do not use any chemicals. If you have been using chemicals it may take a while to detoxify. Also get a bag of Eco-Min and spread it all over your yard and beds once a year.  Apply compost once a year and cover this with mulch. If problems occur, try applying compost before doing anything else. Compost will solve 85% of all problems. Use Nature’s Way. You can by it by the bag at Wabash Feed Store on Washington Avenue at Westcott. You can get most of the organic treatments at Wabash. Southwest Fertilizer on Bissonnet also carries some, but call first.

No bare soil. Cover soil with high quality mulch.

Funguses like brown patch and mildew- treat with agricultural cornmeal or you can even use Aunt Jamima’s.

Scale: Treat with Soybean Oil and Orange Oil mix. Use directions on bottle or 4-7 Tb on Soybean and 4Tb of Orange oil. Can treat any time of year.

Weed control – Do NOT use Round Up. Instead, use 10% vinegar as a topical herbicide.

As a pre emergent weed control you can use corn gluten meal, but you have to be fairly savvy to know when to apply.

Use plants that are appropriate for the site where you place them and appropriate for our area. Most of the time this means, use natives. They are disease resistant and generally drought tolerant. They attract the beneficial insects and pollinators much more than non-natives. Lots of nurseries in the Heights carry natives. Check out Buchanan’s, Another Place in Time, etc. Even Cornelius and Teas carry natives. Remember you will be looking for plants native to this area. Plant plants with similar watering and sunlight needs together. Avoid plants like azaleas that are water needy and disease prone.

Watch your irrigation. If your yard is too wet, the soil will be oxygen deprived and no amount of organic treatments will help.

Trees – mulch with high quality mulch like Nature’s Way, not bark mulch. Do not plant flower beds around trees. The watering you do for your flowers will cause the roots to stay close to the trunk and eventually destabilize the tree. Plant your trees high enough so that you can see the root flare. Mulch should not be touching the bark above the flare

