Beware of the mosquito misting systems that are being touted as a wonderful solution to our mosquito problem in Houston. They kill beneficial insects along with the mosquitoes. Pollinators like butterflies and bees on which plant life and therefore our lives depend are killed as are the natural predators of mosquitoes like dragon and damsel flies. The companies selling the misting systems usually say that they release at totally natural product called pyrethrum derived from chrysanthemums. While organic, this pesticide is very hard on people with asthma or allergies. These also can be very harmful to cats, dogs and fish. If the mix contains PBO (piperonyl butoxide), it is even more dangerous. Pyrethrum and related products are considered neurotoxins. The chemicals are sprayed at timed intervals whether or not mosquitoes are even present. Don’t forget, too, that mosquitoes are very adaptable and with constant exposure to pyrethrins and related products, they are likely to become immune to their effects. These systems, considered a money-maker by many irrigation companies, are being pushed hard. This is a chilling concept!

What can you do then to cut down on mosquitoes? The Mosquito Magnet systems that emit an attractant and CO2 capture only mosquitoes. You can buy these at Berings or on the Internet.  A product called Garlic Barrier is a very effective spray as is Garlic-Pepper Spray. You spray these on your shrubs and grass surrounding the area where you will be entertaining or where your children will be playing. You can buy both at Wabash Feed Store on Washington Avenue at Westcott. Before a party it is best to spray the morning before if the odor bothers you. If you have forgotten and spray later, then simply burn some citronella candles to mask the garlic smell.
