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On Tuesday, Nov.7th a hardy group of ROGC members and Conservation Committee members braved man-eating mosquitoes to participate in a second ROGC Tree Count at the Houston Arboretum and Nature Center.  First we learned from HANC naturalists how to identify emerging tree seedlings.  Then, armed with rope, clipboard and using U.S. Forest Service technique, we ventured out to cordon off and examine various quadrants that earlier in the year had been treated for invasive removal.

While invasives- such as Chinese Privet, some Ligustrum and Tallow -continue to crop up, we also recorded significant numbers of native plants such as Cherry Laurel, Yaupon and Beauty Berry.  Especially encouraging was the siting of St. Andrew’s Cross coming back to the forest floor. Additionally, Red Oaks are providing acorns for squirrels, and Yaupons and Beauty Berries feed rabbits and butterfly caterpillars. 

So we are encouraged to see the fruits of our past efforts! We hope that you all will join us March 21st when we join the Houston Garden Club for “ Whack & Hack “ ( brief workshop followed by invasive removal from Arboretum grounds ).

NEWS: The Texas State Transportation Department has decided not to fund the road enhancement program (planting along the Hardy Rd. airport corridor exemplifies results of such funding). This was in response to the Federal Highway Administration’s requests for Texas to give up some $305 million – a direct effect of the Iraq war and hurricane expenses. Projects formerly eligible for enhancement funds included provisions for acquisitions of scenic easements, beautification of urban corridors and traffic control, byways for bicyclists and pedestrians and control of and removal of billboards.

SAVE THE DATE: On Wed. Jan.17th we join Houston Garden Club members and other concerned citizens for lobby day in Austin where we urge our legislators to consider additional funding for Texas state parks. (See “ Conservation “, Nov. Newsletter on our ROGC website)
