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A few months ago, a group of us met with a group called the Concerned Public to the Rescue of Texas State Parks (CPR). CPR represents a consortium of many groups and individuals- environmental groups, public officials, business leaders etc.- who have come together to launch a campaign to try to rescue our state parks from serious decline.

While you may have heard about the cutbacks in funding and staffing for our national parks, our Texas park situation is becoming deplorable: 

.  Texas ranks 49th in the nation in terms of per capita investment.  (We have replaced Arkansas that was similarly placed in the 1990s but has since raised funds to dramatically change their state parks). A study conducted by Dr. John Crompton, Texas A & M University, found that during 1990-2002 Texas per capita spending on state parks averaged $2.43, but the 50-state average was $10.67. 

. Money for operating budget( in millions ) was 51.613  in 2005. In 2006 it is now 49.504.  Seventy- three positions in the park system have been terminated.  Hours for rangers have been cut and interpretive staff no longer exists.

. There is a $12 million backlog on equipment that needs to be replaced. Building maintenance is not included in operating budget.  Grants program for local parks has been slashed. And there is no money for park acquisition.

Contact your Texas state senator and state representative today and tell them that the parks are important to you and your family. Remind them of the impact of the park funding crunch and encourage them to work toward assuring that the park system has a secure and dedicated source of funding.
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