Maintenance for Safe Beautiful Lawns -2003

1. Check Sprinkler system. Overwatering will encourage disease and weeds. Organic lawns need less water.

2. Weekly:  Cut only 1/3 of leaf, cut twice a week when necessary. Cutting too low encourages disease and weeds.  Leave clippings on lawn.

3. Feeding program (Estimate square footage for correct amounts):

a. Spring and initial. Mix together according to individual directions and apply with spreader:

i. Low nitrogen organic fertilizer like Microlife 6-2-4

ii. Green sand

iii. Eco-min

iv. Kelp meal

v. Top with composted chicken manure (1/4”)

vi. Finish with finely screened composted materials (1/2”leaf mold if possible)

b. Summer

i. Mix and apply with spreader: Low nitrogen organic fertilizer and granular humate.

ii. Top with ½” compost.

c. Fall

i. Mix and apply with spreader: Low nitrogen organic fertilizer and Microgro granules (biological inoculation).

ii. Top with ½” compost.

4. Problems: Organic lawns will be relatively problem free.

a. Existing brown patch

i. Review water. Remember organic lawns use less water. 5% organic matter will hold 6” water. Cut back if necessary.

ii. Apply Microgro granular at rate of 10 lbs/ 1000 sq. ft. on top of infected areas and 2”-3” beyond.

iii. Top with ¼” compost.

b. Chinch bugs will not be a problem in organically maintained turf.
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