Saving Endangered Species from Extinction:

Location, Location, Location!
How many species of plants and animals share the planet with us? Estimates range as high as 100 million, yet we’ve only identified a little more that 1% of that number to date and believe that many thousands of these are endangered.   Because certain areas of the planet are more “species-rich” than others, we should focus more heavily on them if we hope to avoid a global extinction crisis.

Bill Konstant of Conservation International will speak at the 14th Annual Sadie Gwin Blackburn Environmental Seminar about biodiversity “hotspot” and wilderness areas, where many unique plants and animals could be lost despite current efforts to save them.  Bill has helped develop dozens of species survival projects in Central and South America, Africa and Asia, and points out that “On land, locating areas of high plant diversity is key to deciding where wildlife conservation action is most urgently needed.”

By analyzing the global distribution of rare and unique plants, Conservation International has identified 25 hotspots and five high-diversity wilderness areas that account for less than 10% of Earth’s land surface but harbor two-thirds or more of all known plant and animal species.  His presentation helps to explain what conservation strategies are needed to save critical habitats, who can be counted on to tackle the job, and how the people and institutions of the Huston area factor into the global equation for saving biodiversity.

